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WHAT HAVE I TO DO 
WITH MISSIONS? 

THE MISERIES ANU DEGRAU4^bk"' ', 
THE HEATHEN NATION?;' 

DUTV OF ALL TO SUPPORT CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. 
■d e^peeidUy fut iha km nf JUiuiuiuirj Callectori.. 
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J.USTRATEI} WiTH TEN ENCBAVINOS. 



LONDON : 
JOHN SNOW, P\Tt?.?lQ^'^'^^^^'* 
ISAV. 




Pic lore of Williams ibe missionary being murdered — in- 
ipccteil by Queen Adelniile — lier message to the Que«a 
of MadngascBr — MKlBgassy martyrs — various [joputation 
of the world — number of Heathea — orl^o of idiilaliy — 
testimony of the Apoalle— Chinese idolatry — Lamnism — 
system of Coafacins — of Fohi — temples and sacrifices — 
Chinese depravity — infanticide — idolatry in India — 
BriihoiB, Viahnoo, Siva — their images — Siva's temples at 
Jupjeinaut — Dr. Uuchauan's account of Ihe fcilival — 
British goseinmenl supports idolatry in India — Cbriatian 
officers complain — goddess Uoorga, wife of Siva — god 
Ganesa, son of Doorga — Kalee, an idol of Doorga — 
Mr, Ward's account of her festival — rich offerings to 

fices to Siva — memorial of miisiuns asainst idolatry — 
Government support of idolatry in Ceylon — infanti- 
cide in India — Sattees forbiildea b;r Lord Bentinck — 
Qumbera nf widows sacrificed — Rajah Uuujest Sing's 
queens sacrificed — Idolatry !□ llurmuh — Burmese wor- 
ship a vfhite elephant— idolatry in Africa — Slave Trade — 
cruelties— African human sacrifices — sacrifices— Ashan- 
tees — Landers' and Laird's narratives — snSerings of slaves 
by capture — on travel — on ship-board — cannibals of Ihe 
Sandwich Islands, Ntw Zealand, and Feejee Islands- 
Tahitian infanticide — young persons interested in Mis- 
sions— Wir*T mvK I TO no WITH iVliearoNs as a Briton ? 
— Umidlsm— Chrisliaoity io Britain— Wb*t h^vs 1 to 
DOwirH Mrssiovs as a human beingl-as a friend to 
commerce 1 — as a Christian? — missionary successes— con- 
versions to Christ— translations of the Scriptures — present 
duty of yonng Christians — address of Mr. Judson. 

Mary. Motber, 1 have been looking at that 
pair of beautiful pictures of the missionary Wil- 
liams, one of them representing him takiog' 
native Christian teachera to the island of Tanna, 
and the other his being nv\H4OTe.i. '&i'i Tic-**. *i.-wi 
by the flava^e inhabitwul-B o? 'S.Ytcraw.iv^*-. 



poBO your brother John also hoa seen thern, 1 
wish to know what you thoug'ht of the subjects 
of those pictures ? 

John. While we admired the beauty of the 
pictures, we could nut but feel distressed at the loss 
of so great and useful a missionary ; and 1 
thought, surely no one who has ever seen those 
reprasentationa will ever ask, " What have I 
TO DO WITH Missions ?" 

Mrs. Adam. My dear John, he must be a 
very defective ChrietiaQ, even if he believes at 
all the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that can ask such 
a question as an excuse for not aiding missions 
to the heathen. You have been informed, I be- 
lieve, that Her Majesty Queen Adelaide has 
seen those pictures, and declared them to be 
truly beautiful, professing to take a hvely in- 
terest in Christian missions ; and I cannot but 
hope that all the great ladies and nobles of our 
country will become the friends and supporters 
of our devoted missionaries. 

Mary. I remember hearing with delight, that 
when the Madagascar courtiers were presented at 
the palace to King William IV, Queen Adelaide 
sent a message to the wicked queen of that great 
island, that she could not da a betler Ihiiig f in- 
ker people than to protect and encourage the 

Mrs. Adam. That wise and truly beneTolent 
message, if delivered, appears lo have been dis- 
regarded hitherto, as the misaionariea have been 
driven from Madagascar, and many of the native 
<7AristiaaB bare been cruelly put to death, as 
a-nrtvrs for the faith of Christ. 
^^^'3'. / Khould like you lo give us r\\ vW 
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iaformation you can nbout the Heathen, and about 
the gooA which has been done by the Missionaries, 
that I may be able to persuade some who can 
afford it to give me their subscriptions and dona- 
tions for the Missionary Society. 

Mrs. Adam. I shall have much pleasure, 
eapBcially as yon are bo young, in giving you all 
the information 1 am able ; and you are at perfect 
liberty, therefore, to ask me all the questions that 
you desire ; and the more gratifying it will be to 
me, if you are assisted in your questions by your 
brother John. 

John. Tiiank you, my dear mother, 1 shall be 
glad to help Mary in her missionary inquiries, as 
there are many things I want to know ; but 1 
should like to be informed first how many Heathen 
there are in the world 1 

Mrs. Adam. You may gain infarmation as to 
the common estimate of the different classes of 
mankind from this " Missionary Collecting 
Card." Read that part of it regarding the popu- 
lation of the world : — 

John. " 1. The globe contains a population 
of 800,000,000 souls. 

2. Christianity is proyesserf by 
Roman Cathulira, about 00,000,000 \ 

Prolestanl 70,000,000 I 200,000,000 ixrsons. 

"'SS...'™."":.} »»' 

3. There are, who never hear the Gospel, 
Jms, blinded bv unbe- 
lief 6,000,000 

Moham aiedaDi,deIuded . 

by the Bysteni nf ihe [ 

fslseprophet .VW.Wn.^Ab 

Pag»^'i sunk in supec- 

sliliotis, iUolnlty, an>l , 

I JwyMriq ^febS*»^*») ^suftjws 
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Mary. Do you suppoae, motlier, that there 
are BO many Heathen as stated ou this "Mis- 
sionary Curd ? " 

Mrs. Adam. I think it probable tliat thero 
are far more than the numbers there stated, 
as many very intelligent men reckon the in- 
habitants of the globe to be 1000,000,000, 
instead of 800,000,000 ! For while China con- 
tains 360,000,000 of inhabitants. Continental 
India, with Burmah, Siam, and Japan, possesses 
180,000,000; and the Mohammedan states of 
Persia and Western Asia about 60,000,000 ! 
and about 500,000,000 of these are considered 
as Heathen, or Pagan idolaters ! 

John. Will you g'ive me an account of the 
religion of the Heathen ? 

Mrs. Adam. 1 can g-ive you some general 
notices of their various superstitions and idolatry, 
with tlieir shocking manners and customs arising 
from their false reUgion : but my accounts will 
necessarily be short and imperfect, because their 
systems ore so various, ridiculous, and abomina- 
ble, some of tfaem altogether unfit to be made 
the subject of our conversation. 

Mary. I have often wondered how men came 
to worship idols of wood and stone, the work of 
tlieir own hands : can you tell me the origin of 
idolatry ? 

Mrs. Adam, Learned men have laboured 
much in search of the history of idolatry, and 
the most absurd anil shameful things are recorded. 
It is generally believed, that when men departed 
/fwjo tlie trae service of God, they at first wor- 
^>pei/ the Ban, moon, and stars ■, aflerwQTis 
^ '^^^aaed protectors, kings, and co!i(\aeTo«, 
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and wickedneea they kept in memory, and in 
whose honour they made images, and in process 
of time reverenced and prayed to them as their 
deliverers or protectors. 

John. But liow could Ihey think of praying 
to and worshipping images, which thej' had made 
with their own hands ? 

Mrs. Adam. You may ohtain an answer to 
your inquiry from the Holy Scriptures. This 
wicked folly originated in the depraved, corrupt 
mind of man, as you may read at your leisure 
in the foTty -fourth chapter of Isaiah, where you 
will find the extreme folly of idolatry described 
hy the inspired prophet, who ascribes it to the 
" deceived heart" of man. So the Apostle Paul 
describes the abominations of the whole heathen 
world, particularly referring to the Greeks and 
Romans, the most celehratod of any people for 
learning and civilisation, and attributes idolatry 
to the same cause : read these marked verses in 
the Epistle to the Romans. 

John. " Because that, when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were thank- 
ful, but became vain in their imaginations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened : professing 
themselves to be wise, ihey became fools, and - 
changed the glory of the inoorruplible God into 
an image made like to corruptible man, and 
to birds, and four-fooled beasts, and creeping 
things. And even as they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to 
a reprobate mind, to do those thiQ^a-wVit'a.'ss'a 
not convenient; being &\\e4Vvft\»l\^»srwga\H^'™Q^ 
DeSB, fornication, wickeAnesa,c,o"<«VJVjwWi«».,^^^ 
— -- ; full of envy, m«i,6v, id..'^^^,^ 
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malignity ; whisperers, backbiters, haters of 
despiiefiil ; proud, boasters of evil things, 
obedient to parents, without understan 
coveniint breakers, without natural affection, im- 
placable, unmerciful!" Rom. i, 21, 23, 28, 31. 

Mts. Adam. I suppose you have often read 
those affecting verses before to-day ; but now I 
wish you [o notice them particularly, as they 
expressly declare from God himself, by the pen 
of his inspired servant, the origin of idolatry in 
the corrupt heart of man, and the awful wicked- 
ness of idolaters — not only in the insult offered 
to the Creator of heaven and earth, by worahip- 
piag idols, but in the shocking practices which 
accompany idolatry : and 1 wish you also to bear 
in mind how correctly you will find this descrip- 
tion agree with the present character of the 
Heathen ; to recover them from which the true 
followers of Christ are zealous in supporting 
missions, and " to turn them from Satan to 
God." 

Mary. As China is the most populous empire, 
I should be glad of some account of the Chinese 
religions and customs. 

Mrs. Adam. China is but imperfectly sur- 
veyed by Europeans, such is the jealousy of its 
rulers : yet it is known that their principal 
systems of religion are confused mixtures of 
three forms of heathenism : Lamaism, the pro- 
fession of Confucius, and that of Fohi ; and to 
aid your further inquiries by reading, I may give 
you a few particulars relating t 

^^«. Wh&t ia (he /^maism o( Ckina''. 
f*^. jidaat. Lainaiam ia the leWgiaa « 
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larg^e portion of the Chinese populntion, as the 
emperor ia a descendant of the Mantchoo Tnrtars, 
who conquered China in 1644, ftnd then intro- 
duced their Buperstition. Tt is so called from the 
Delai Lama, or Grand Lama, who is both the 
high priest and the object of worship to the voBt 
hordes of Tartars. He resides in a palace on a 
mountain near the river Gurampooter, in Tliibet, 
attended by 20,000 lamaa, or priests, who regard 
him as the Deity, and style him Qod, the ever- 
lasting Father of Heaven. Mr. Ward, a late 
learned Baptist misaionary in India, statei;, " the 
principal idol in Ihe temples of Thibet is IMutia' 
Moonee, the Boodhu of Bengal, who is wor- 
shipped nnder these and various other epithets 
throughout Tartary, and among all the nations 
to the sfiBtward of the Brutnhnpootra, Among 
other titles he is styled Godumu or Goutumu, 
in Assam and Ava; Shamunu, in Siam ; Amida 
Both, in Japan; Fohi, in China." 

John. What is the Chinese religion of Con- 
fucius ? 

Mrs. Adam. Confucius wan a great philoso- 
pher, born about .550 years before the advent of 
Christ, and he is regarded as the chief of the wise 
men of China ; he recovered some of the patri- 
archal principles of religion, enjoining a deep 
veneration for the Deity, or King of Heaven ; he 
delivered some excellent moral precepts, but 
appointed no priests or temples: comparatively 
few, therefore, except the more learned in China 
profess to be his followers. Still it \& T^^k-OBsA. 

. that 1560 temples are conBecrB.\,ei \jo CQ-ol-ittva*, 
sod th&t there are offered in aacivtcea '-"""'^ 

■ ia tlioae edifices, 5,800 Bitoe?, " 
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27,000 pigs, and of rabbits 97,000. There sra 
of courea priests for this service, and they are 
■aid to perform their duties clothed in the richest 
Bilks of China. 

John. What is the Chinese religion of Fohi ? 

Mrs. Adam. Fohi, Fo, or Fuh, was an Indian 
prince, who is believed to have been metamor- 
phosed inio a divinity at the age of thirty-six 
years, when he established his religion in India, 
and died at the age of seventj-nine. After hia 
decease, his followers propagated many fablea 
concerning him — that he was still alive, that 
he had been born 8,000 times, appearing snccea- 
sively under the figure of an ape, a lion, a 
dragon, an elephant, &c. His religion requires 
praying to Fohi, providing his priests with tem- 
ples and support, that by their merits they may 
procure the forj^iveness of people's sins, and the 
observance of five precepts, tAz., to kill no living 
creature — not to steal — not tocommitimpurity — 
to utter no falsehood — and to drink no wine. 
These are enforced by threatenings of future 
punishments, especially of being born again in 
the bodies of dogs, horses, rats, serpents. Sic. 
Fohi has a vast number of temples, some of them 
magnificent, open night and day ; and a table 
furnished with flowers and perfumes is placed 
before his image, with other images of birds, 
beasts, and creeping things, to symbolise the 
various changes of this supposed divinity. 

Besides the temples of Fohi, immense numbers 

of otiiers are found in the towns and villages de- 

dicated to the different deities said lo ^xeaxiao-iM 

ae /aatf, water, bilh, &c. ; t^ieee ate tTO-sici 

f«^ intagea of i-arious forms, aome ™*i»^ '^'^ 
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f heads of beasts, with and without horns, sitting; 
li croHa-legged upon flowers or cars ; all represented 

as corpulent, which is esteemed honourable. This 

engraving represents three of the most celebrated 
I idols of China, copied from the splendid folio 

account of the Dutch Embassy in the seven- 
' teenlh century. The first idol ou the left hand 
I represents Immortality, and is twenty feet 

high ; that on the right hand is the image of 
,1 Pleasure, of the same height; and (hat in the 

I centre, about forty ^ee/ high, denotes the great 
King Kang, most gorgBously attired and crowned. 
I Sacrifices of a costly kind were, at their great 
festivals, offered to these abominable representa- 

The emperor is the acknowledged supremo 
pontiff or head of all these established or licensed 
systems of idol worship, and be offers an annual 
sacrifice of oxen, sheep, goats, and hogs, in the 
only temple created in honour of Tien, or Heaven, 
and another sacrifice to the Eaiith : both these 
ceremonials are performed at Pekin. 

Mary. What sort of people are the Chinese 
with their strange forme of false religion ? 

Mrs. Adam. Heathenism in China produces 
all the deadly fruite of a corrupt heart, which 
are declared by the apostle Paul. The Chinese 
are given up to the most degrading and abomina- 
ble idolatries and vices ; and, without mentioning 
more, it will be sufficient to state two classes of 
evil practices : — one is, the treatment of women 
by their husbands : any man may dismiss his wife 
A» endure poverty and misery until deaXVv, Wt 
i Jh"-'' ^'^ '^■'"cerf while with them to ^iSotuv A\ 
L «oe drudgery of taeniaX setvanta, aui \» wail 
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behind their husbands while they eat their food, 
as inferior beings not fit to sit with their tyrant 
lords. Murder of infants is the other practice : 
this borrid custom is exceedingly common in 
China, though not sanctioned by their laws. In 
several proviocea the priests persuade their de- 
luded followers to throw their infaats into their 
rirers, as sacrifices to the deities of the stream ! 
and multitudes are thrown out iuto the streets or 
over the city walla, under tho inSuence of their 
dreadful superstitions ! 

John. 1 am shocked about the idolatry and 
wickedness of the Chinese ; but you mention 
"Continental India," as next in population to 
China. ! should like to know aome particulars 
of heatheniam in that great country. 

Mn. Adam. Hiodostan is a vust country, 
mostly subject to the British government, and its 
various forma of religion have been fully investi- 
gated by our missionaries and by otberleamed men ; 
but heathenism in India is a most appalling sub- 
ject, and I feel a difficulty in knowing bow to 
give you in the fewest words a correct idea of 
its abominations. It will, hon'ever, he necessary 
\a notice its principal divinities, and some of the 
customs arising from their degrading worship. 

Mary. Have they many gods in India ? 

Mts. Adam. Learned Hindoos reckon their 
gods to amount to thirty millions ! But the 
Brahmins, or priests, assign the highest honour 
to Brahma, as the Creator; to VisHNOO, aa the 
Preserver ; and to Siva, as tt« Q«ata«^s« <A. 
the world ; and they utb ^t^v^^cMM ^e^«*R'"*^«^ 
as in this engraving, ftwa.. ■a«i«^ "'.«^'**^^ 
^^owever, the moat 5o^\a.T 6;vj\w.V3 '^'^^^^ 
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John. Can yoa explain the meaning of their 
ornamentti as they appear in the Frontispiece ? 

Sfrs, Adam. Brahma is represented as haying 
four faces and four arms, holding in one hand a 
portion of the Veda, or sacred writings, supposed 
to be the subject of study by the Brahmins; in 
another hand a spoon, as if it were for use in 
religious washings; in a third, a rosary, or string 
of beads, as aiding in the counting of prayers ; 
and in the fourth, a vessel to contain water for 
ablution, preparation for sacrifice, or religious 



Vishnoo has in one of his right hands a 
chank, or shell, as a sort of trumpet ; in the other 
a chankra, a weapon resembling a quoit, having a 
hole in the centre for twirling round, that when 
thrown at an abject, it raay, with its sharp edge 
and irresistible fire, he fatal. In the left hands 
are the gadha, or club, and the lotos, 

Siva, or Skeva, or Skivu, has in his uplifted 
right hand a trident, and in his left the pasha, 
a rope for strangling offenders: his foremost 
hands are supposed to indicate an invitation to 
seek, and a promise to grant protection. A third 
eye, in the forehead, is supposed to indicate with 
the others a view of time, post, present, and 
future: serpents, as ear-rings, are thought to 
denote immortality ; and his collar or chain of 
human skulls, it is believed, marks the extinction 
of the generations of mankind, 

Mary. These are strange and shocking things 
eoncerningr the gods of the Hindoos ; but 1 should 
/■r^e to hear a little more about their wonAvvp. 

^rr. Adam. Hindoo idolatry is alVisalVCT 
octiag-; aad the wretched peopie aia wn«q 
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tioned in their moat abomiDable vices by the 
acknowledg'ed practices of their chief cliviDitica, 
especial!; of Siva and his wife Parvutee. 

John. What is most remarkahle relating' to 
Siva and his wife, tifi reported by the HindooB ? 

Mrs. Adam. Siva, ag the destroyer, is prin- 
cipally worshipped in various forms, especially 
in the grand temple at Juggernaut, by which 
name he is sometimes called ; and his wife 
Parvutee is worshipped as Doorgha and Kalee, 
with various horrid rites ; and Ganesa, the bod 
of Doorijha, is also comtnouly worshipped : but 
time would fail nie to tell of all the extravagan- 
cies and debasing' rites of tiie wretched Hindoos. 

Mary. How are Siva and his wife Parvulee 
represented ? 

Mrs. Adam. Images of Siva and his wife, 
cast in brass, are common in the houses of the 
natives in India. Siva is represented aa in this 
engraving, having' his wife on his knee, and 
seated on a white bull, which the Hindoos regard 
as an emblem of justice. Both are highly orna- 
mented, as well as the beast on which they ride : 
in the upper right hand of the god is seen his 
trident, in the lower an hour-glass ; in his upper 
left hand an antelope, and in the lower a lotos 
, all of which are regarded as significant, 
and with great veneration by the Hindoos. 

Mary. I have heard and read a little about 
Juggernaut. 

Mrs, Adam. Juggernaut is frequently men- 
tioned, as it is one of the most celebrated ^lac»& 
in (he whole of Hinioattm, cm ticsna^^ 'i^ **• 
mafrnifieent temple of l\»e ftiA fevi-^-^ "^"^ ^"^ 
Btrayer. Hia fe8tiva\a ate alte^i*'^ "^"i ^'^^ 
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of thousands of his deluded worshippers from all 
parte of Iniiia : and besides the human sacrifices 
which are offered on those occasions, great 
numijers of the pilgrims perish at the festivals, 
and on their journies to the horrid place, as it is 
evident from the skeletons and bones lying on 
the roads, 

John. Can jou give us a description of the 
worship of Juggernaut '. 

Mrs, Adam. Dr. Buchanan, who visited that 
place in June 180G, describes the scenes which 
he witnessed. The temple is very grand, but 
adorned with the most indecent figures and repre- 
sentations in massive and durable sculpture, 
illustrative of his shameful worship. Here is a 
brief account in some extracts, which I made of 
Dr. Buchanan's " Christian Researches." Read 
the whole : — 

John. " Buddruch in Orissa, May 30, 1806. 
— We know that we are approaching Jug^ernant, 
yet we are more than fifty miles from it, by the 
haman bones which we have seen for some days 
strewed by the way. At this place we have been 
joined by severat large bodies of pilgrims, per- 
haps 2,000 in number, who have come from 
various parts of Northern India. — Some old 
persons are among them, who wish to die at 
Ju^ernnut. Numbers of pilgrims die on the 
road, and their bodies generally remain unbaried. 
The dogs. Jackals, and vultures seem to live here 
on human prey. The vultures exhibit a shock- 
ing tameness. This Buddruck is a horrid place. 
SureJy Juggernaut cannot be wotae iViaa ftai- 

"^M sifiA^ q/'JufffferHaut, litU Juna, 18(16. 
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Many thousandB of pilgrims have accompanied 
for some days past. At nine o'clock this mol 
inp the temple of Juggernaut appeared io view. 
When the multitude first saw it, they gave a 
shout and worshipped. From the place where 1 
now stand 1 have a view of a host of people, 
like an array, encamped at the outer gate of the 
town of Juggernaut. — I passed a devotee to-day, 
who luid himself down at every step, measuring 
the road to Juggernaut by the length of his body, 
as a penance of merit to please the god. 

" Juggernaut, 14th June, 1806. — I have seen 
Juggernaut. The scene at Buddruck is but the 
vestibule of Juggernaut. No record of ancient 
or modern history can give, I think, an adequate 
idea of this valley of death ; it may be truly com- 
pared with the ' valley of Hinnom.' The idol 
called Juggernaut has been considered as the 
Moloch of the present age, and he is justly so 
named, for Iha sacrifices offered up to him by 
self-devotement are not less criminal, perhaps 
not less numerous, than those recorded of the 
Moloch of Cannan. This morning I viewed the 
temple, a stupendouB fabric, and truly com- 
mensurate with the extensive away of * this 
horrid king.' 1 have also visited the sand 
plains by the sea, in some places whitened wilh 
tho bones of pilgrims ; and another place, a little 
way out of the town, called by the English, the 
Golgotha, where the dead bodies are usually cast 
forth, and where dogs and vultures are ever 
seen. The grand Hindoo festival of the Rutt 
.^Mra takes place on the 18th ioalaut, "nhen 
(Aefdol is to bo brought forth to tlie poop\e. 
" ^*t^emaHi, 18tb of June, 1&06.— \ \*si.'«' 
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returned home from witneaemg a scene which I 
shall never forget. At twelve o'clock this day, 
beiog the great day of the feast, the Moloch of 
HinJostan was brought out of his t«mple amidst 
the aoclamacions of hundreds of thousands of his 
worshippers. When the idol was placed on his 
throne, a shout was raised by the multitude such 
as 1 never heard hefore. It continued equable 
for a few minutes, and then gradually died away. 
After a short interval of silence, a murmur was 
heard in the distance, — all eyes were turned 
towards the place, and behold ^ grove advancing! 
A body of men, having branches or palms in 
their hands, approached with great celerity. The 
people opened the way for them, and when they 
bad come up to the throne they fell down before 
him that eat thereon, and worshipped ; and the 
multitude again set forth a voice * like the Bound 
of great thunder:' but the voices I now heard 
were not those of melody or of joyful acclama- 
tion, for there is no harmony in tho praise of 
Moloch's worshippers. Their number indeed 
brought to my mind the countless multitude of 
the Revelations, but their voices gave no tuneful 
Hoeannah or Hallelujah. 

" The throne of the idol was placed on a 
stupendous car or tower, about 60 feet in height, 
resting on wheels which indented the ground 
deeply. Attached to it were six cables, of the 
size and length of a ship's cable, by which the 
people drew it along. Upon the tower were the 
prlesiB and satellites of the idol, surrounding his 
tbroae, t waa told tlmt thereweteiv\)o>ilaKuiidTei 
""^^wenfif upon the car. Tlie \Ao\ \) 
o*" irooo, having a frighttol ■visage 
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black, with a distended mouth of a bloody colour. 
His arms are of gold and he is dressed io gor- 
geous apparel. The other two idols IBoluram, 
bis brother, and Shubudra, his sister, who re- 
ceive equal adoration, and sit on thrones of 
nearly eijual height] are of a white and yellow 
colour. Five elephants preceded the three 
towers, hearing toweriiig flags, dressed in crim- 
son caparisons, having bells hanging to their 
caparisons, wiiich sounded musically as they 
moved. 

" I went on in the procession, close by the 
tower of Moloch, which, as it was drawn with 
difficulty, grated on its many wheels harsh thun- 
der. After a few minutes it stopped, and now 
the worship of the god began. A high priest 
mounted the car, in front of the idol, and pro- 
nounced his obscene stanzas in the ears of the 
people, who responded at intervals in the same 
strain. 'These songs,' said he, ' are the delight 
of the god. His car can move only when he is 
pleased with the song.' The car moved on a 
little way, and then stopped. A boy of about 
twelve years was then brought forth to attempt 
something yet more lascivious, if pcradventure 
the god would move. The 'child perfected the 
praise' of his idol with such ardent expression 
and gesture, that the god was pleased, and the 
multitude emitting a sensual yell of delight 
ui^ed the car along. After a few minutes it 
stopped again. An aged minister of the idol then 
stood up, and with a long rod in his hand, wKtcEi 
he moved with indecent arWoa, a'imi^'4'vs.*^ ■i>^'*- 
rariety of disgusting ex\>\\i\l\on. ^ ^*^'^ ^ ^^ 
tdoaaaeaa of doing WTong m VAPftaav^t. "^ ' 
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was also somewhat appalled at the magnitude 
and horror of the epectacle : I felt hke a guilty 
person on whom all eyes were fixed, and I was 
about to withdraw ; but a scene of a different 
kind was now to be presented. The charac* 
teristics of Moloch's worship are obscenity and 
blood. We have seen the former. Now comes 
the blood. 

" After the tower had proceeded some way, ft 
pilgrim announced that he was ready to offer him- 
self a sacrifice to the idol. He laid himself down 
on the road before the tower, as it was coming 
along, lying on his face, with hie arms stretched 
forward. The multitude passed around him, leav- 
ing the space clear, and he was crushed to death 
by the wheels of the tower. A shout of joy was 
raised to the god. He is said to smite when the 
libation of blood is made. The people threw 
cowries, or small money, on the body of the 
victim, in approbation of the deed. He was left 
to view a considerable time, and was then carried 
by the hurries to the Golgolha, where / have 
Jiist been vieuring kis remains.' How much I 
wished that the proprietors of India Stock could 
hare attended the wheels of Juggernaut, and seen 
this peculiar source of their revenue !" 

Mary. Is that shocking idolatry of Jugger- 
naut still continued in India? 

Mrs. Adam. My dear Mary, I blush to 
acknowledge that it is not only continued, but 
that these abominable practices are supported 
by the British government in India ! by larga 
revenues to the prieate, smi %i.^a\*vife !{«■*»««»* 
to the ahamefuV idoW VaV v^ve «ARsA»-'W!a *S^ 
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civil aad military officers and soldiers on their 
festivals ! 

Mary. I am surprised that the British 
g'ovcrniiieat support Jug-gernaiit I but hotv do 
the English officers like this service to the 
Hindoo idolatry ? 

Mn. Adam. Some that are irreligious men 
may care little about it ; but as the number of 
religious officers has of late years greatly in- 
creased, they have complained of it aa an intole- 
rable grievance to them as Christians. 

John, I should like to hear a little of Sivn's 
wife, Parvutee, or Doorgha. 

Mrs. Adam. Doorgha or Doorga ia a deity 
of great fame among the Hindoos. She is repre- 
sented as having ten pairs of arms, holding 
various instruments of war in her hands : she 
has El necklace of skulls, and a serpent suspended ; 
she rests her right foot on a lion, intended for 
the god Vishnoo, and her left foot on a giant, 
whose emblem is a bull. Her proper name is 
Parvntee, but she obtained that of Doorga from 
the gods, afKr she had, as commissioned by 
them, conquered and killed the giant Doorgu. 
The traditions relating to the giant and his 
destruction by the goddess are shocking and 
monstrous, as described by Mr. Ward in his 
valuable work on Hindoo Mythology. 

Mary. Is Doorga now worshipped by the 

Mrs. Adam. Doorga is worshipped by many 

ia India: and Mr, Ward, in his book, states, that 

iAe Ather of King Nudeeya, who VWcd w^vcn ha 

WKJ/iB his work, saci iliced 65,.5il5 aniKvaXs »x. one 
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feBtival to this falHediTinity; and that£.500,000 
are annually expended in the worship of this 
abominable idol, in Calcutta : sometimes also, in 
private, with human sacrlGces 1 

Alary. Mr. Hill, the niiasionary, I remember 
mentioned the g;oddeBS Doorga, when he waa at 
our house, and showed us her eon, the idol 
Ganesa. 

John. As I was at school and did not aee 
that idol g;od, I wish you would give me an 
account of Ganeaa. 

Mrs. Adam. Ganesa is one of the most popu- 
lar divinities of the Hindoos: that costly idol, 
■which the Rev. Micaiah Hill showed us, was once 
the household god of the late king of Burdwan : 
it is ft beiktitiful spedmen of sculpture in white 
marble, richly painted and gilt in its various 
orDamcnts ; but the idol is monstrous, and nearly 
like thiH engraving-. He has the head of an 
elephant, and four arms, holding in liis hands 
emblems of war end of divine worship : over 
his head are eerpents, and he rides upon a 
large rat 1 

John. How came Ganesa, the Hindoo god, to 
have the head of an elephant, and to ride upon 

Mrs. Adam. Different traditions account for 
the monstrous head : some say that he lost bis 
head by one of the gods looking at him when an 
infant, but that the god gave his mother permis- 
sion to cut off the Rrst animnl she could find 
to put on her Ron, and she thus found an ele- 
jiliant : others, that Ganesa and aoollieT 4iv'wi\.t^ 
trere ffghting, when, to prevent bis coiw\vieT\n^, 
' ^^''■d cut off hia head, and then lo ^b***! 
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mother the head of an elephant waa substi- 
tuted. As to the rat, it Is said that he kom 
origiDally a terrible g^iaat, who turned himself 
into a rat as large as a mountain while Ganesa 
was attacking; him, and having been conquered 
he became the beast of burden to this divinity. 

John, And wlio worehip Ganesa in India? 

Mrs. Adam. Ganesa's name signifies Leader 
of a company of gods, and being I'fgai'ded aa 
the god of tuisdom, he is worshipped by all 
ranks, especially by travellers, men of business, 
and students ; and most of their books begin 
with " Salutation to Ganesa." Many persons 
keep this idol in their houses for worship, as 
that of Mr. Hill was edured by tlie King of 
Bordwan. 

Mary. There is yet another divinity, par- 
ticulars of which you promised to mention ; I 
think yon called her Kalee. 

Mrs. Adam. Kalee, signifying black, is one 
of the names of the goddess Farvutee, or Doorga, 
the wife of Siva the Destroyer. Huge images 
of her are carried about in processions on the 

era. She is represented with four arms ; in 

e of her hands she holds a scymitar, and in 
another the head of a. giant, whom she is sup- 
posed to have slain : one of the other hands 
points downwards, as indicating the havoc she 
has made, and the other upwards, as promising 
favour. She wears a necklace of human skulls, ^ 

and a girdle formed of the hands of several 
g^iants ; and she appears in character as the in^^^J 
faraat/aa of cruelty and destruction. j^^^^^ 

'^An. la Kalee aow worshipped >>y t.\\o ^'^^^^1 
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Mrs. Adam. She ib : Mr. Ward, tiic mia- 
sioDury, who died in March 1833, describes the 
indecent, iiltliy, and cruel ceremonies, many of 
them of self- torment, of the worehippera of this 
" Black Mother," as witnessed by himaelf in her 
temple near Calcutta. [laving seen the sacri- 
fices of g-oata, rams, and buffaloes, at one of her 
festivals, he says, " Never did I see men ho 
eagerly enter into the shedding of blood ; the 
place was literally swnm with blood. The bleat- 
ing of the animals, the number slain, and the 
ferocity of the people employed, actually wade 
me unwell, and I returned about midnight filled 
with horror and indignation." 

•' Thieves," he eays, " frequently pay their 
devotion to Kalee : the; meet in a dnrk ni^ht, 
offer spirituous liquora and food to her idol, and 
a BraliiiiiQ having performed the ceremonies, they 
feast on the saoriSceH ; and with their bodies oiled 
they go out to plunder und murder." In the 
Parliamentary Papers, printed in 1821, is one 
from a British magistrate near Caloutta, in 
which hedesoribea her worship. Read this para- 
graph :— 

John. " Kalee, the idol of the drunkard and 
the thief, is of comparatively modern invention, 
and scarcely to be met with in the distant pro- 
vinces ; and there even, when a few of its wor- 
shippers are to be found, they perform their 
ceremonies in darkness and secrecy, and none 
but the most abandoned will openly confess that 
ho is a follower of Kalee. In Calcutta, we find 
v&fc thnt are not! The murderer, the robber, 
tAa pj'astitute, all aita to pvo^itiirte w bftvft^ 
--Sose atirship is obscenity, who AeWgXus \q ft* 
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blood of man and beast, and without whose aid 
no act of wickedness or debauchery ia committed 
or even eoulemplated." 

Mary. Then is it only the poor and the most 
wicked that ivorship the goddess Kalee ? 

Mrs. Adam. Mr, Ward mentions some of the 
wealthy, and even Rajahs, ornntive princes, who 
greatly honoured the goddess Kalee. He men- 
tions some of those princes who presented in 
eacri&ces to this Idol, 80,000 pounds weight of 
sweetmeats, the same quantity of sugar, 1000 
women's cloth garments, 1000 women's China- 
silk garments, 1000 offerings of rice, &c.. 1000 
buffaloes, 1000 goats, and 1000 sheep. To de- 
fray these ' expenses,' this Rajah sold the greater 
part of his patrimony." 

Rend this account of another Rajah, living 
when Mr. Ward wrote : — 

Mary. " He also expended very large sums 
of money upon the worship of Kalee. He set 
tip a atone image of this goddess, on which occa- 
sion he is said to have spent 100,000 rupees or 
£.12,500. He also endowed this image with such 
a large revenue, that, at present, 500 persons are 
maintained by it daily. In the service of this 
goddess he has nearly reduced himself to poverty, 
though formerly from the rents of his land, &c., 
he used to pay 52 lacks of rupees, £.650,000, 
annually in the Coinpauy's treasury." 

Jahn. I think the Heathen give more to 
maintain idolatry than they do in support of 
Christianity. 

Mrt. Adam. Rich peo^Ve 'wv "^.w^^iA V-ks^ 
much to answer for to UoA, w'^ftx -te«?'e.=>- ^ ■^'*-'' 



properly j for while some of them are worthilyl 
liberal in aid of Christianity, many are veryJ 
penurious nnd guilty in this respect, affording, 
but K Bmali nnd miserable contribution in sup- 
port of the Gospel either at home or among thaj 
heathen. The precious gifts bestowed upon their, 
idols by the rich Hindoos, of which we haTol 
many iuBtances published, are truly astonishing',] 
In your brother's '" Manual of Chemistry," by] 
Dr. Brand, you will find the article " Diamond,"! 
and mention msde of one tliat was the " Eye ot , 
an Indian idol." Read it :^— 

Jo/in. '• Among the crown jewels of Russia 
is a magnificent diamond, weighing 195 carats. 
It is thQ size of a small pigeon's e^, and nai 
formerly the eye of a Brahminical idol, whenc» 
it was purloined by a French soldier : it passed, 
through several hands, and was ultimately pur- 
chaaed by the Empress Catharine for the sum of 
£.90,U0O in ready money, and an annuity of 
£,4,0001" 

Mrs. Adam. Colonel Osborne, in his account 
of the death of Rajah Runjeet Sing, says, that 
" two hours before he died, he sent for all his 
jewels, and gave the famous diamond, called tho 
' Mountain of Light,' said to be the largest in 
the world, to a Hindoo temple; his celebrated 
string of pearls to another ; and bis favourite 
five horses, with all their jewelled trapping^, 
worth £.300,000, to a third l'" 

Surely yon have now heard enough of the 

abaardhy, SoDv, and wickedness of Hiudog 

itio/attr, which, while it debneea its taVn.t\Bfc 

atusc be aiv/uWv offenaive to God, e6V«"^\\^ 1 
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these Bbominations are taught in the most sacred 
writings of the Bruhmins ! 

Mary. Out are human sacrifites required hj 
the sacred books of the Hindoos ? 

Mrs. Adam. Human sacrifices are enjoined 
by their sacred books ! Siva Is represented iis 
instructing his sons, the Bhainivas, in these ter- 
rible mysteries, addressing them in the following 
passages translated from the Calica Parana. 
Read them : — 

Mary. " The flesh of the antelope nnd rhino- 
ceros give my beloved [the goddess Kali] delight 
for five hundred years. By a human sacrifice, 
attended by the forms laid down, Devi Is pleased 
one thousand years ; and by a sacrifice of three 
men, one hundred thousand years. By human 
fiesh, Camachya, Chsndica, and Bhairava, who 
assumes any shape, are pleased one thousand 
years. An oblation of blood, which has been 
rendered pure byholytexts, is equal to ambrosia: 
the head and Besh also afioid much delight to 
the goddess Chandica. Blood drawn from the 
sufferer's own body is looked upon as a proper 
oblation to the goddess Chacdica. I«t the 
sacrificer repeat the words Kali twice, tiien the 
words Devi-Bajueswari, then Lav/ij a Danduyai 
Namah! which words may be rendered. Hail, 
Kali! Kalil hail, Devi! goddess of thunder; 
hail, iron-sceptred goddess. 

" Let princes, ministers of state, counsellors, 
and vendoi's of spirituous liquors, make human 
sacrifices for the purpose of attaining prosQetU.-^ 
and wealth. Let the oicltma oSextJi V'l^^'^"^-."^'^ 
a baSalo, be live yeaysi o\i-, ■'^^ '* ^'*^'»^ 
tvnaty-&ya \" 
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Mary, I have been willing' to hope, my dear 
mother, that you are misinformed that the Bntish 
Government support idolatry in India. 

Mrs. Adam. Shocking as the thought may 
be to a Chrietiaa's mind, the thing is too well 
known to admit uf denial. Religious persons are 
truly distressed by the fact, and the suhject has 
many times lately been brought under the special 
consideration of the Court of Proprietors of the 
Honourable East India Company, in London; 
and even before the British Parliament. But 
the iuve of money, as tamented by Dr. Buchanan, 
has roused the irreligious majorities hitherto to 
defeat the noble desigus of Christians. That yon 
may not doubt the correctness of my information 
I here sbotv you a most important document, a 
" Memorial, addressed to Sir Frederick Adam, 
GovernorinCouncilofFortSt. George, Madras," 
oomplniDing of these shocking practices. It was 
presented In IS36, signed by thirteen chaplains, 
thirty-seven missionaries of different denomina- 
tions, and one hundred and Jifly'two civil and 
military residents I with a. letter to the governor, 
approving of its object, from Dr. Corrie, Bishop 
of Madras I Read those passages which I have 
marked :— 

John. " We beg leave, in proof of our state- 
ment, to bring to your Excellency's knowledge, 
as matter of grievance : 

" First, That it is now required of Christian 
servants of government, both civil and mili- 
tary, to attend heathen and Mahommedan re- 
Jig'ioaa festivals, with the view of showing them 

"Second, That in aocae iae^aaces t^ie^.i 
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callei! upon to pregent offering's, and to do homage 
to itiols. 

" Thirds That the impiife and degrading ser- 
vices of the pagodas are now caiiied on under 
the superviBJon and control uf the principa] Ku- 
ropean, and thereforo Christian officers, of the 
government, and the management and regulation 
of the revenues and endowments, both of the 
pagodas and moaques, are so vested in them, that 
no idolatrous ceremony can be performed, no 
attendant of the various idols, not even the 
prostitutes of the temple, he entertained or dis- 
charged, nor even the least expense incurred, 
without the official ooncurrencQ and orders of the 
Christian functionary. 

" Fourth, That British officers, with the troops 
of the goveroment, are also now employed in 
firing salutes, and in othei'n'ise rendering honour 
to Mahoniiuedan and idolatrous ceremonies, even 
on the Bahhath days, and Christiana are not 
unfrequButly compelled, by the authority of 
government, to desecrate their own moat sacred 
institutions, and to take part in unholy aod 
degrading superstitions. 

" By the requisition of the foregoing and 
similar duties, we cannot but feel, that not only 
are the Chiistiaa servants of the atiite con- 
strained to perform services incompatible with 
their most sacred obligations, and their just 
rights and privileges as Chrietians infringed; 
but that our holy religion is also dishonoured in 
the eyes of the people, and public and official 
sanction and support gwen\a\idv*^.^T'*-^'>> «*V^- 
«r/t(ona de>trLiptive lo lUe Wiu\, awi.wpw^'aR^ "^.-i-* 
I *6a ouly ttua aaj \Wiinw GnA\ " 



" — It ia, we conceive, therefore certaiD, that 
this baneful part of the debasing; idolatry of the 
land, is now upheld and carried on in this pre^ 
sidency, solely by the interposition and authority 
of the British government ! " 

Mrs. Adam. You perceive by those passages 
in that excellent " Memorial," that our devoted 
misaionariea experience difficulties even from the 
wrong, not to call it criminal, policy of our 
government in India. A similar memorial was 
presented to the East India Directors, to the 
President of the Board of Control, and to Lord 
Melbourne, as Prime Minister, at the close of the 
year 1 81)7, from the London Missionarj' Society's 
Directors. 

Mary. Doea the Britiah government support 
idolatry any where else besides in India? 

Mrs. Adam. This abomination, I regret to 
Bay, is compliiined of by the Rev, R. Spence, a 
TVealeyan missionary from Ceylon, as continued 
in that great island. He enumerates many par- 
ticnlars of it in a pamphlet published only last 
year, 1 840. Read this paragraph of his sum- 
mary;— 

Mary. " It has been staled in the preceding 
pages, that the British government of Ceylon 
appoints the principal Budhisl priests of the inte- 
rior province — confirms in their appointments the . 
priests of the palace of Kandy — appoints the lay 
chiefs of the principal temples dedicated to the 
worehip of the Hindoo deities— incurs the annual 
expense of the Perahara at Kandy — pays the 
expenses of other Heathen feativala — anA »attt- 
t/oaa devil daacea, invocationa to w-jft R'pKTiXa (^ 
^remoaj banished from bis paWce ^i-j a 'ftft*-- 
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then monarch), in the name of our Sovereign 
Ladj the Queen. Caa it be senouBlj maiatained 
that these are triHes, by those who hold the divine 
authority of the word of God?" 

Mrs, Adam. I am grieved to hear, or think, 
of such practices being supported by the British 
government in the East : but such is the deter- 
mined zeal of some of the leading men in the seve- 
ral MtsBionar; Societies, that we may hope for a 
wiser policy being soon adopted, one more worthy 
to be called the practice of a Christian govern- 

Mary. I think I have heard of the Heathen 
murdering their female children in aome parts 
of India! 

Mrs. Adam. Female children in India are 
generally regarded with contempt) and treBteil 
with cruelty by the Heathen ; and in some parts 
their murder is quite common. In Rajpootana, 
near to Bombay, parents put to death nearly all 
their female infants : their saperstitiona interfered 
with theirgettingtheir daughters happily married, 
according to their notions, and they adopted thni 
horrid practice. Mrs. Elwood, who travelled in 
that country, mentions, that in a populr.tion of 
12,000, there were not, in 1818, more than 
thirty women alive I The infants were either 
drowned in milk, or poisoned by opium applied 
to the breast of their mothers. The English hare 
made attempts to abolish this inhuman custom i 
the Governor- General of India made a law ia 
1802, prohibiting the shocking practice who!* 
his power prevailed", aivA, \i"j «. \\«»N.-i ■w^ ***■ 
priacea of Cuich ia \&V^, ^^j^^ '^^^'^^'^^'^^^tJ 
tecured to them on coo4Aw>^ o^ '(^«« " 



tinuing this species of dreadful cruelty: sincM 
t.httt time it has not been openly practised ; but 
the very small number of girls in tbeir familiee 
makes it evident that tt prevails extensively in 
private, especially amonjc tboEe of superior rank 
in their castles and mendons. 

John. I have read something about the burn- 
ing' of widows with the dead bodiea of their bus- 
hands, in India: I should like to know how the 
people cauie to adopt such a cruel and wicked 

Alra. Adam. Heathenism is all cruelty and 
folly; and the suttee, as the burning of a widow 
with her huHband'a corpse is called, was origi- 
nated bj the artful policy of an interested prlest- 
liuod, for the purpose of serving their own ends, 
under preteoce of wives proving by such a 
SHcrifice their chastity and love for their bus- 
bunds. This species of wickedness prevailed in 
India to such an extent, before Lord William 
Bentinck, the Governor-Genera!, declared, by an 
order in council, dated December 4, 1829, that 
those concerned in such nets should he punished 
as murderers, that it was computed nut less than 
Jive thousand widows were murdered annually in 
this dreadful manner I 

Mary. But did the priests pretend that this 
way of murdering women was an act of re- 
li^rioD ? 

Mrs, Adam. These sacrifices were always 

pf rformed under the directions of the idolatrous 

prieslB, who received valuable presents for their 

services on those occasions I TVie sactei W<k& 

&f the Hindoos declare ttial l\»^s Jv 

^struct/on ig very meritorious ■, atvA 
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wretched women that the^ will gain, by such 
suffering's, thirty-Jive millions of years in blessed- 
ness with their husbands : cases were frequent, 
however, in which the unhappy women had to 
be held down upon thu funeral pib with poles; 
and the whole was required to be set on (ira b^ 
the eldest sons of the widows so destroyed I 

John. 1 think I have read of several widows 
being' burnt to death in one fire with the corpse 
of her husband. 

Mrs. Adam. Such instances hnve been nume- 
rous, especially in the cases of Brahmins and 
princes : 1 have read of the cases of twelve 
widows burnt with one corpse 1 of Jifteer\ with 
another ; and of eighteen with another, thus 
sacrificed ! In 1799, thirty-seven widows of one 
Brahmin perished thus in the flames I and, on 
the death of Ajie, a prince of Marwar, as men- 
tioned by Colonel Tod, ^fty-eight queens, his 
wives, threw themselves on the funeral pyre of 
their deceased lord, and perished I 

Riary. These dreadful accounts are aJmoat 
too shoclting to hear ! they make me unhappy in 
thinking of them I 

Mrs. Adam. My dear Mary, tlieHc accounts 
cannot fail to be distressing to you ; but how 
horrible must they be in reality ! yet while we 
rejoice in the blessings of Christianity, we should 
think of the miserable heathen ! 

John. 1 shall always honour the name of Lord 
Bentinck for his putting an end to that dreadful 
burning of widows in India. 

Mrs. Adam. My dear W^ , Vjot^ '^t^'wa'Si^*' 
name deBenea to be honouTeSi "o-a «■» tsfl ^Vtw.**^ 
,> but be WM Dot able to v^X an. *ftV«a -w^ "^ 
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9i)tri.'i! in uU India; ax there are eome ptirts of It 
not coinpleld)' subject to Great Britnin. 

Alary. I am iLfraid then you mean, that the 
biirnln<^ of widows with the corpses of their hua- 
baudH is still practised in India! 

ifra. Adam. That is uohappiiy the case; for 
Roph KuDJeet Siog, the sovereign of Lahore, 
dyings so late OS June, 18^9, his four surviving 
queens, and their seven attendant ladies, were 
burned to death in one Gre with his corpse 1 And 
Uie overland Indian mail which reached London 
in Junuury this yiiar, 1B4I, brought information 
that liis successor. Kurruck Sing, died November 
6, 1840, and on the 6th, his favourite wife, and 
three of her ladiea, were burnt to death with his 
corpse ! The same mail stated also that his 
Buccessor, No Nepal Sing;, was mortally wounded 
in returning from the funeral, and two days after, 
two of his wives were in like manner sacriSced 
on his funerul pile ! These hon'ors were per- 
petrated, it should be remembered, so iate aa 
November in 1840! 

Mary. I fear you will be able to tell us of 
other countries in the East, where the people are 
Bunk in Heathenism. 

Mrs, Adam. Before we leave Asia, I will 
direct your attention to the Burman empire, a 
large country, as you know, lying east of Hin- 
doBtsn, — because of its debasing idolatriee, and 
of tbe worship paid in it to a white elephant ! 

John. What particular idols have they in the 
Burman empire ? 

J/rs. Adam. Boodhism ot BnAWsm ia tha 
\jfbrin of idolatry prevHiling in iW eaaVevTi '^tkVtv. 
iM oflu^iB, and in ihe iilnnAoi Ga-jVift. "' 
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chief divinity is Guadsma Buddha, who is gene- 
rally represented as a young man Bitting croes- 
leg-ged, sometimeB standing, and not unfrequently 
reposiug on a couch. The idul is made ott small 
tis Ei/ inches high, and many woodua ones are of 
& gijj;antic size, so thut the fingi^rs are as thick 
BH a man's thigh. Animal sacriGces are not 
offered to this idol, but presents are made by all 
worshippers, and some of great value, for the 
■uppoTt of the priests. 

John. 1 should like to bear about the Bur- 
mese worshipping their elephant I 

3Jrs. Adam. Ignorance and superstition ap- 
pear in an extraordinary degree in the stupid 
proiitratiun of a whole empire before this uncon- 
scious brute ! The king; himself, who receives 
homage from his subjects, as a sort of sacred or 
divine person, worships the elephant every morn- 
ing I This majestic beast is regarded as a sacred 
personage, the second dignitary in the kingdom ; 
foreign ambassadors are introduced to him with 
state formality, to pay him their homage, and 
offer him presents ! He is attended by a regular 
cabinet, consisting of prime miniater, secretary 
of state, assistant- secretary, obtainer of intelli- 
gences, and other inferior miniaters, supported 
by exclusive estates, belonging to his highness 
and his household I Read this account of that 
animal divinity from an intelligent gentleman, 
who had seen him in grandeur : — 

John. " The order of precedence in Ava, is, 
first, the king; second, the white elephant; and 
third, the queen- Thu -vftsvieTvua 'A <ws -^}«s^_^ 
elephant is conl»guo\» x.o vVe ^o-;^ V*^'''*'^^ 
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supported bj* numerous wooden pillars, at the 
farther end of which a ourtain of black velvet 
embosBed with gold, conoeuls the adgust animal 
from the eyes of the vulvar ; and before thia 
curtain, the offerings intended for him are dis- 
played. His dwelling is a lofty hall, covered 
with splendid gilding both inside and out, and 
supported by aixty-four pillars, half of which are 
elegantly gilt. To tno of these his fore-feet are 
fixed by silver chains, while bis hind ones are 
secured by links of a baser material. His bed 
consists of a thick mattress, covered with blue 
cloth, over which a softer one, covered with 
crimson silk, is spread. His trappings are of 
gold, studded with targe diamonds, pearls, sap- 
phires, rubies, and other precious stones. Hia 
betel box, spitting pot, ancle rings, and the vessel 
out of which he feeds, are all of pure gold, in- 
laid with precious etooes; and his attendants and 
guard amount to one thousand persons I 

" The white elephant thus treated, appears to 
be an animal whose colour has been changed by 
a disease of the leprous kind ; but by the Bur- 
mans supposed to contain a human soul ; in the 
la^t stage of many millions of transmigrationa, 
- and about to be absorbed into the essence of ths 
Deity ! " 

Mts. Adam. I should think that 1 have givea 
you quite enough information concerning Hea- 
thenism in the chief countries of Asia; and now 
we will consider the deplorable state of the 
wretched population of Africa. 
^ar^. Aie all the countiies va A.ftica now 
ffeathen ? 
^/rs. ^dam. Africa is far teWw "S-mo^, i 
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even Asia, ia intelligence and the arts of civiliza- 
tion ; thoogli HODie of its countries possess n, cor- 
rupt form of Christianity : but Egypt, and some 
others, profess the faith of the false prophet 
Mohammed. The nations, however, in the west, 
the interior, and the east, are suak in the most 
pitiable ig-aorance, superstition, aod idolatry. An 
intelligent Iraveller remarks, " Their object of 
worship, whatever it be, bears the uadeGnable 
name of Fetiche, supposed to be derived from the 
Portuguese word fetischo, or witchcraft. In 
Acra, the principal image or deity is a lnrg« mass 
of solid gold, in the form of a human bead. In 
the Fantee capital, Abrah, their chief object of 
adoration is called Alasler, tnaster ! Father of 
all ! But every town or village has its own 
favourite idol, and even in every house is found 
some object emblematical of divinity. The 
Fetiche men and women are supposed to have i 
communication with the demon, or Fetiche, and 
their influence is exercised as priests, lawyers, 
and physicians ! " Many of the nations, how- 
ever, are scarcely superior to the most degraded 
auvages, especially in South Africa. 

Mnry. Will you give ua a few examples of i 
the Heathenism of Africa? ' 

Mrs. Adam. My examples shall be taken | 
from the recent work of Sir T. P. Buxton on 
the " Afi'ican Slave Trade, and its Remedy : " — 
That great philuoth rapist, in his chapter on the . 
"Superstitions aod Craelties of the Africans," ' 
adverts to several countries, and reniiirks : — ' 
" Laird tells ua thai the mW\ft\,a.vAa w\ 'C&vi't>*M^ 
of the Niger were so demoTii\\T.«s&. awi. ^^'G'^^ 
ibat he could not \\ave couctt\sci »m.'5o- ■*■ V^ 
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to exist within it few miles of ports wlu^^ 
Britiah aliips hod frequeoted for a century. At 
Calebar, ■ skulls were seen kicked about in every 
direction.' Captain Fawckner, who was de- 
tained in Benin in great distress in 1825, eajB, 
' near the palace of the King of Benin are seve- 
ral fetjsch places, the depositories of the usual 
objects of worship: many unfortunate slaves are 
sacriliced in front of these temples.' 

■' At Dahomy, Mr. Giraud says, he was at 
the king's ffite in 1826, when ' about 500 or 
CJOO of his subjects were sacrificed for his recrea- 
tion. Some were decapitated, and others were 
precipitated from a lofty fortress and transfixed 
on bayonets prepared to receive them ; all this 
merely for amusement.' 

" The Ashantees, at the same time that they 
were rig-orous slave- traders, were notorioos for 
their human sacrifices and hloody ritea. Messrs. 
Bowditch, Tedlie, and Hutchinson, were em- 
ployed on a mission to Coomassie, the capital of 
Asliantee, in 1817: on their very first entrance 
into that city, while waiting in the street for 
leave to attend the kiog, Mr. Bowditch saya, 
" Our attention was forced to a most inhuman 
spectacle, which thgy paraded before us soma 
minutes : it was a man whom they were tor- 
menting previous to sacrifice. His haada were 
pinioned behind him, a knife was passed throug'h 
his cheeks, to which his lips were noosed like 
the figure of 8 ; one ear was cut off and carried 
before him ; the other hung' to his head by a 
smalJ bit of skia ; there were aeverai gaahea in 
ij» AacA, and a knife was thniaX. uq4m cai^ 
'Aou/der- blade : be was led, wit\i a cot4 ^aaw^ 



tfarotig-h his nose, bj men diafig^ured with i 
mease cnps of shaggy black shins; nnd drums I 
beat before him.' " 

John. 1 am quite shocked at such barbarities | 
of the Heathen in Africa ! ' 

Mts. Adam. My dear boy, shocking fts these 
descriptions are, they are hut trifling compared 
with olhers mentioned hy Sir T. F. Buxton: 
here is his volume, and 1 wish you to read (he 
passages marked on pages '236. 237 : — 

John. " On the death of a king, all the 
customs, which have been made for tlie subjects 
who have died duriog his reign, must be simul- 
taneously repeated by the families, the human 
sacriGces as well as the pageantry, to amplify 
that for the monarch, which is Bolemnized id- 
depend en tly, at the same time, in every excess 
of extravagance and barbarity. The king's 
Ocras are all murdered on his tomb, to the autn- 
r of 100 or more ; and women in abundance. 
was assured by several, that the custom for 
Sai Quamine was repealed weekly for three 
months, and that 200 slaves were sacrificed, and 
5 barrels of powder fired each time. But the 
jstom for the king's mother, the regent of the 
ingdom during the invasion of Fantee, is the 
most celebrated. The king himself devoted 3,000 
victims (upwards of 2.000 of whom were Fantea 
oners), and 25 barrels of powder. Five of 
the largest places furnished 100 victims, and 20 
barrels of powder each; and most of the smaller 
OS 10 victims, and two barceU of -^lowiffit 

1. These human sacTvftceft Mft ^^i'^™-'^ *^ 

1 ordinary, to water the eraie* oi ■JnaVvo y'^ _ 
■ "Mr. Dupuis, who 'N^.a *\. ew>w»«*«J| 



or two litter, gives a similar account of tha 
bloody customs of ABliantee ; he tells us tbat 
befure the kio^ set forth on his campaign againafi 
OamAD, he began by sacrificing 3'2 male and 18 
female victims, as an expiatory offering to hit 
gods ; but the answers from the priests being 
deemed hy tb& council as still devoid of inspirai 
tjon, the king was induced to make a custom al 
the sepulchres of liis ancestors, where many hun- 
dreds bled. On the conclusion of the war 2,00( 
prisoners were slaughtered over the royal deatl 
stool, in honour of the shadea of departed kiogi 
and heroes I 

" The king's own account was not exagge- 
rated, for two respectable Moslems at CoomBssia 
in describing to Mr. Dupuis the acencs of ihi 
Gaman war, declared that they had witnessed tlH 
massacre of 10,000 old men, women, and chiL' 
dren, besides numbers of chieftains, wbo wert 
put to death hy tortures the most revoltuig t( 
humanity 1 " 

Mary. These things are almost too shocking 
to be mentioned. 

Mrs. Adam. Hy dear Mary, however diB- 
tressing these detaiia may be, it is necessar] 
that they should be known for the purpose o 
quickening the zeal of the frieoda of mission! 
You will probably be still morp shocked whei 
you learn the cruel customs of tho African 
Heathen towards their wives and female reiki 
tives ; but I will only direct you to one pag; 
of Buxton's affecting volume. Head those pas< 

J/ar^. " 7( 18 sdid, thai tW AffcTinWe Ai\^ 
^tB Sir Charles M'CaitViy's ^ii^w*-, V^'i^ ^-'O 
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mi^ht imbibe liia valour; and that his dried flesh 
and bonea were divided amongst them as charms 
to inspire courage. 

" In the Landers' oairatire, instances of simi- 
lar atrocity are to be met with. We are informed, 
that at Jenna it ia the cuBtom for two of the 
govemor'a wives to quit the world on the same 
day with himeelf ; and that the governor of that 
place, himself of necesaity goes down to the 
grave on the demise of his sovereign, the King 
of Yarriba, 

" Mr. Laird speaks of the decease of an aged 
chief while he was at Fundah, who left fifteen 
wives; and be tells us that an the night this 
man was to be buried, the king went to the 
women's apartment, and selected one, who was 
to be hung in order to accompany her husband 
to the next world. 

" Of the other Imrbarous customs of Africa, 
the continual appeal to the ordeal of ' red water,' 
or poison, is one of the worst. This, too, also 
shows the very low rate at which human life is 
valued. At Iddah, Mr. Oldfield saw u proces- 
sion of the wives of the king's son, just deceased, 
who were proceeding to establish their innocence 
of his death by drinking poison ; and he says, 
that ' out of sixty of these poor infatuated 
wretches, thirty-one died,' " p. 240, 241. 

Mary. Every heart that has any feeling must 
be truly sorrowful at reading or hearing of the 
dreadful Heathenism of Africa ! 

John. And then there is the ehocking slave- 
trade in Africa. . 
Mrs. Adam. Miica \\a& e>.\';i!\\ei, ew^to^ 
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during tha laal three centuries, the most dreadful 
■cenea of cruelty, suffering;, and murder, in this 
most atrocious trade. 

John. How do tliey get the alftves at first in 

Mrs. Adam. Sir Fowell Buxton's hook will 
best inform you : but read this paragraph of 
facta stated in the " Trarels of Glapperiou and 
Denbani : "— 

John. " They reached Soudan, or Nigritia, 
by the land route through Fezzan and Burnou, 
in 1823, and the narrative of their journey fur- 
nishes many melancholy proofs of the miseries 
to which Africa is exposed through the demands 
for the slave-trade. Major Denham says; 'On 
attacking' a place, it is the custom instautly to 
fire it J and as the villages are all composed of 
straw huis only, the whole Is shortly devoured 
by the flames. The unfortUDate inhabitants fly 
quickly from the devouring element, and fall 
immediately into the bauds of their no less mer- 
ciless enemies, who surround the place ; the men 
are quickly massacred, and the women and chil- 
dren iashed together and made slaves.' Denham 
then tells us, that the Begharmi nation had been 
discomfited by the Sheik of Bornou, ' in five dif- 
ferent expeditions, when at least 20,000 poor 
creatures were slaughtered, and three-fourths of 
that number, at least, driven into slavery ! ' " 

Mrs. Adam. This description declares the usual 
mode of seizing the wretched heathen Africans : 
but then there are their sulTeringa in being driven 
to the slave-markets OB ftvfe c«a»v\ ^'*R&-'i»* 
paragmpb, as deacriptiMe o? t\\^\T TOMdti"- ^^ 
Mary. " The men were vW4 \^ V^^ ^ 

■ Iheir hands aecuveft \>«.V\vA vVwt 






a bj their nechs only ; bat their hands 
were not left free from any aense of feeling for 
theni, but in order to enable them to bulance the 
immense loads of pang, com, or rice, which they 
were forced to curry on their heads, and the 
children (who were unable to walk, or set on 
horseback) behind their backs. They were Lur- 
ried along at a. pace little short of running, ta ' 
enable them to keep up with the horsemen, who 
drove them on as Smithdeld drovers do fatigued 
bullocks.'' 

Mrs. Adam. The sufferings of the poor crea- 
tures on the march is beyond description, during 
" eight hours in a day, partly under an exces- 
sively hot sun and east wind, heavily laden, and 
travelling barefoot on a bard and broken Boil, 
covered with long dried reeds and thorny under- 
wood," frequently made to feel the whips of the 
inhuman drivers. Multitudes perish on the roads 
r frith hunger, thirst, and fatigue, especially of 
Bftose who are led northward. Read this para- 
Bbnpli, given by Sir Fowell Buxton : — 
Bl John. " When the travellers arrived at the 
rWell of Meahroo, Denham says, ' Round this 
I m>Ot were lying more than 100 skeletons, Our 
BiMuuels did not come up till dark, and we bi- 
F vouacked amidst those unearthed remains of the 
f tictims of persecution and avarice, after a long 
p day's journey of twenty-sis miles, in the course 
of which one of our party counted 107 of these 
skeletons.' Sboi-tly afterwards, he adds: — ' Dur- 
ing the last two days we passed on sn average 
/rom sixty to eighty or ninety skeletons each 
daj^; but the numbers that \ay atouni ftve weB* 1 
' ^^ Haaamnr were countless '." " ^| 
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misery, ehockiag as they may be, are not the 
worst : »nd then there are their sufferings on 
■bip-boai'd, when conveyed from Africa to labour 
in bopslesB slavery, 

John, I wish you would give ub one case, that 
we mny know how the poor Negroes are treated 
at sea. 

Mrs. Adam. Read this paragraph, from Dr. 
Walsh's Recount of a Spanish slaver, detained by 
a ship-of-war, in which he returned from Brazil 
in Mny, 1829:— 

John. " When we mounted her decks we 
found her full of slaves : she had taken ou board 
562, and had been out seventeen days, daring 
which she lost fifty-five. The slaves were all 
enclosed under grated hatchways between decks. 
The space was so low that they sat between each 
other's legs, and stowed so close together that 
there was no possibility of their lying down, or 
at all changing their position by night or day. 
As they belonged to, and were shipped on account 
of different individuals, they were all branded 
like sheep, with the owners* marks of different 
forms. These were impressed under their breasts, 
or on their arms ; and, as the mate informed me 
with perfect indifference, ' burned with a hot 
iron.' 

" — The poor beings were all turned up toge- 
ther. They came swarming up like bees from 
the aperture of a hive, till the whole deck was 
crowded to suffocation from stem to stern. — Some 
water was brought : it was then that the extent 
of their sufferings was e'R^satei "m*. ■»■ ^^kA"^ 

oner. They all ToslieA WJtfe YM>.-Ka>». vs*^ 
No entreaties, or t\vT«»», "^^ '»^**"^'' ™ 



restrain them : they ahriekcd, and struggled, 
and fought with one another for a drop of the 
precious liquid, as if they grew rabid at the si^ht 
of it. There is nothing which slaves, diirinR the 
middle passa^, suffer from go much as want of 
water. On one occasion, a ship of Bahia neg- 
lected to change the contents of the casks, which 
had been filled with salt water as ballast, and 
all the slaves on board perished! — When tha 
poor creaturea were ordered down Again, sereral 
of them came and pressed their heads against 
oar knees, with looks of the greatest aog'tiisb aX 
U'tbB prospect of returning to the hornd place of 
FTinffering below. Indeed, many of the survivors 
een lying about the decks, in the last 
f emaciation, and in a slat« of filth and 
bisery not Co be looked at." 
'' Mary. The more 1 hear, the more I am 
lliocked at the dreadful miseries of men in their 
* pitiable condition of Heathens ! And 1 am afmid 
I have tales of horror respecting other coun- 



Mrs. Adam. I might continue through the 

ivenings of the whole winter describing' the 

nrious miseries of the Heathen. Tlie iahabitanta 

|vf the beautiful islands in the great Southern 

are in a most deplorable condition, except 

1 those where Chnslianitj has been introduced. 

Before the blessed gospel of Jesus Christ was 

' 'iearried lo them many of them were cannibals, 

killing and eating those whom they regarded as 

eoeiniea, and sometimes even one another. This 

horrid castiini n'HS Common in l\\e fttoA"H\c\\ 

Isiantls, New Zealand, nnd tVie Pcjee \a\Q.iii 

^iead this parng-iaph from the " Wh^otV. 



ch i. 
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Comtnittee," appointed by Parliament in 1837, 
to inquire concerning " the native inhabitHnta of 
Biitish settlements :" — 

Joha. " Till lately, the tatlooed heads of New 
Zenlanders were sold nC Sydney as objects of 
curiosity; and Mr. Yate (a Church missionary) 
says, he has known people give property to a 
chief for the purpose of getting them to kill 
their slaves, that they might have some bends to 
take to New South 'Wales." — "The Rev. Mr. 
Marsden (chaplain of New Soatb Wales) states, 
that tbe captain of an Enj^lish vessel heing, as 
he conceived, insulted by some native women, set 
one tribe upon another to avenge his quarrel, and 
supplied them H-ith arms and ammunition. — In 
the prosecution of the war thus excited, a party 
of forty-one Bay of Islanders made an expedition 
against some tribes of the South. Forty of the 
former were cut off, and a few weeks afttir the 
slaughter, a Captain Jack went and purchased 
thirteen chiefs' heads, and bringing them back to 
the Bay of Islands, emptied tlieui out of a sack in 
the presence of tbeir relations ! The New Zea- 
landera were so enraged at this, that tile captnin 
out his cable and left the harbour, and liad a 
narrow escape from them at Taurunga. — He 
reached Sydney, and it came to tile knowledge of 
the governor that he brought (en oj' these heads 
for sale, on which discovery the practice waa de- 
clared unlawful," 

Mrs. Adam. Before the conversion of the 
Tabitians to Christianity, tlieir liornd wars and 
vsrioUB savage cuatoina *««« "ra.Y>^^"i ■»!*»!«'■'*,*■■*■ 
ojiscvTibfs popiiUtioa : loax Q'aB ■^m^'P'*-'^ '^'°™ 
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the " Journal of Voyages and Travels of tiaa 
Rev. D. Tyerman and G. Bennet, Esq., deputed 
from the London Missionary Society," in 1S2I, 
to visit their Missions, will beat exhibit their 
dreadful state as Heathens. Read thia ; — 

Mary. We converaed with Mr. Notl, who 
had resided from the commencement of the mis' 
aion, on the subject of infantxade, and learned 
with horror that it had been practised to an extent 
incredible, except on such testimony and evidence 
as he and his brethren on the other stations had 
bean the means of accumulating:. He assured ns. 
that lliree-Jovrtfis of the children were wont to 
be murdered as soon as they were bom, by one 
or other of their unnatural parents, at by soma 
person employed for that purpose — wretches being- 
found who might be called infant assassins by 
trade. He mentioned having met with a woman, 
soon after the abolition of the diabolical practice, 
to whom he said, ' How many children have you ? ' 
' This one in my arms,' was her answer. ' And 
how many did you kill ?' She replied, ' Eight I' 
Anotlier woman, to whom the same questions were 
put, confessed that she had destroyed seventeek 1 
Nor were these solitary cases, Sin was so ef- 
fectually doing its work in the dark places of the 
earth, that full as they were with the habitations 
of cruelty and wickedness, war, profligacy, and 
murder, were literally exterminating a people un- 
worthy (o live; and soon would their cities have 
been wasted without ' inhabitant,' the houses with* 
oat n man, and 'the land been utterly desolate.' 
^Bt the gospel stopped in, and ' t\ie "pXa^e ^«h 
'^Teif. ' Now, the married among lhcCiw'\a\iw.mteA. 
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population are exceedingly anxious to have ofF- 

6prinjj ; and those wlio have them nurse their 
infants with the tenderest affection ! 

John. My dear mother, I am tired of in- 
quiring concerning the condition of the Heat!>en, 
their practices are so very shocking : hut I should 
like to know what I can do to beneGt them. 

Mn. Adam. My dear hoy, you ought to feel 
a lively interest in the welfare of all mankind, not 
only of your own friends atkd countrymen, but of 
all the nations upon the earth ; and as nothing 
can so effectually benelit the Heathen as the true 
knowledge of Christianity, you should lend your 
aid in every posaihle way to promote the great and 
glorious work of Missions. 

Mary, I should like to ask, what have I 
TO no WITH Mission's I not as it has been asked 
by irreligious persons, in a spirit of trilling, hut 
for the sake of gaining information, as perhaps 
John and I may be able to do some good for tho 
poor Heathen ! 

John. And 1 should like to join my sister in that 
inquiry, th»t we may both aid the missionaries ! 

Mt3. Adam. 1 am glad to hear you both ex- 
press a desire to serve the Heathen ; and I would 
remark to you with all seriouaness, that you ai'o 
bound to do all in your power 
gospel auiong them, evon to the gii 
yourselves ta the service of the Suvioi 



Mary. We are too young at present to think 

about bein;; missionaries, and 1 think, my dear 

mother, it would be a pca\, tiwA Xa ^o^ ^^^o^'- 

deai father to part w\X\i «\ftici oi vi* \» t« '^^■**' 

I ktauBg the Ueatba&l 
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Mrs. Adam. I can hardly say how we could 
bear such a trial, but there must be nuHsionarieB, 
and pareots must give up their children for that 
moBt honourable service of our blessed Saviour; 
and if when yoii become of fit age, and it sfaouid 
appear that you are qualified for tliat work, and 
you are desirous of going, with the belief that you 
aro called of God to that aervice, I hope we shall 
both have grace from our heavenly Father to part 
with you joyfully, though it may he with tears. 
While you are young, however, you may serve 
the miasioaaiy cause efGciently, and I wish you 
to consider what 1 once heard a gentleman say, 
" I am a friend t« miesiona, as a Briton, — aa a 
human being, — aa a friend of commerce, — and 
especially as a Christian." In each of these re- 
Bpecla you may ask your question. 

John, " What have i to do with mis- 
sions, " considered as a Briton ? 

Mrs, Adam. Christian missions to our Hea- 
then forefathers originated all the advantages which 
are now enjoyed by society in our beloved country, 
above those of our Druid ancestors ; and we are, 
therefore, under the greatest obligations t{) aend 
the gospel of God our Saviour, t« diffuse the same 
blessings in every nation of modem Heathens 1 

John. What were tbe practices of our Druid 



Mrs. Adam. Julius Creear, who, about li^y 
years before the birth of Christ first subjugated 
our ancestors to the power of the Romans, as you 
AsFs read, describes their shocking customs aa 
''^^rda religioa. You can read this ^aaa^^e in 
hia • 'Commentariea : " — 
-"Wji. '. They who are dangerouai.^ ifi, i 
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daily converHant with the daugera of battle, either 
offer human sacrifices, or devote themselves to 
the aitar. They have public ofFering'S of this 
kind, which are committed to the care of the 
Druids, who have lai^ hollow images hound ahout 
with osiers, into which they put men alive, and 
setting ^re to the case suffocate them ! Thieves, 
highway rohhers, and other offenders, they believe 
sre most grateful offerings to the gods ; but when 
honeatj- has rendered these scarce, the innocent 
are forced to supply their place." 

Mrs. Adam. Prisonars taken in battle were 
thus sacrificed in the most barbarous nianner. 
The victims being stripped naked, and their heads 
adorned with flowers, were tied to oak trees, when 
the Archdruids, invoking their senseless gods, 
plunged the fatal weapons into the bowels of the 
sufferers, while the people shouted their savage 
approbation I 

Mary. O how different must have been the 
condition of women and children among the Druids 
of Britain, from what it is now under the blessed 
influence of Christianity ! 

Mrs. Adam. It is difficult to make the com- 
parieon, as many of their customs were too abo- 
minable to be named. Read this short paragraph, 
which gives a striking comparison, from the pea 
of a good writer : — 

Mary. '' What was the condition of our 
country in the time of the Romans ? Look back 
and consider ; — see its ancient tribes, brave in- 
deed but savage, fishing in its watisift, •si'wOT^s&t 
upon its mountains — iVeVc WiSja ■^\».^s&-^»-.■*^ 
(6e iantastic colours o€ Wt\im\*to — ^^f^ 'f™^ 



atill more disfigured wilH v'tve axsiw* 



tjS. w»^ 
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impurity, and fill sehood — the slaves of OKUimCAL 
IDOLATRY — bending the knee to some demon — 
holding their wives as the slaves of their caprice 
and tyraony — aod sacrificing the children whom 
God had given tiiem at the shrine of the devil I 
What is our country now ? Tts inhabilanta are 
settled into civilieed and domestic life — the 
sciences cultivated — the arts advancing — the 
fields waving with heavy corn — the most inge- 
nious raanufacturea produced — the human intel- 
lect acknowledging but one God all-gracious and 
mighty — tyranny over the ft-uiale sex abolished 
— and the cruel itnmolation of children altogether 
unknown I 

" How has this wonderful change been pro- 
duced '. By the revelation of Jesus Chriat ! 
Himi&Q Buciety will do doubt of itself muke some 
prngresB tJiwards eivilixation ; hut civilization 
without Christianity is barbarism. Is China ci- 
vilized, with her infanta exposed to the doga or 
to thevullures? Is Hindostan civilized, with her 
widotVB self- immolated with the bodies of their 
deceased husbands, or her aged inhabitants ex- 
posed alive by their own children on the banks of 
tlie Ganges? Are Mohammedan countries ci- 
vilizt?d, with their females kept in almost coneUnt 
Con6nemeiit, and made the subjects of the niOBt 
intolerable oppression? — The mountains of our 
country show their features as rough as ihey 
did two thousand years ago, — as in the days of 
Druidiem : but how changed are the inhabitants! 
Barbarism and cruelty have, like tW wikw \«Ssi« 
the sun, disappeared \>etotO ftw NytMoa oli- ^;:^«*- 
tianityl" 



! I c 

■ yagv 
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John. "What have i to do with hi 
siONSf'' considered as a human being ? 

Mrs. Adam. It was the noble declaration. 
a Heatlien, that he considered nothings human 
alien from him ; but when we, who possess t 
light of the gospel, reflect on the fact, thnt, ; 
the apostle Paul declarod to the Heathen At^ 
niaos, " God hath made of one blood all natia 
of men for to dwell on all the face of the eart^ 
we caouot but reg'ard all mankind aa one vi 
family — children of one common parent, a] 
therefore brethren. No man deserves the oh 
ract«r of human who does not feel and show tti 
he is desirous of promoting the welfare of t 
his fellow creatures. This indeed is the meanij 
of our Saviour's interpretation of the seccN 
table of the law of God. 

Mary, I often admire that beautiful inb 
pretation of our Saviour's : " thou shalt lo 
thy neiomrour as thyself !" 

Mrs. Adam. That, my dear Mary, inciilcal 
the essence of true humanity ; and ita love 
apirit is indeed n part of the sacred profession 
every Christian. 

John. What have i to do with missio] 
considered as the friend of commerce ? 

Mrs. Adam, Britain is a commercial count) 
and without commerce the millions of our bt| 
population would be involved in deep distra 
Comfort, convenience, and elegance distingui 
society in Great Britain above every other peo] 
upon earth; but these are the frulta of our 4 
tenaive commerce. Out ciues, towt^a, mAi 
'«gVB Sourish by its means-, aivi e^ieti wi 
country, commerce is found l« te OBft oi "iio. 
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beneficial aids of religion. But tha wonderful 
increaae of our ixiBiOufac luring population, and 
the amazing improvements which arc made in 
the mechanical arta and in machiuery, with tha 
prodigious multiplication of art idea of utility 
and enjoyment hy these means, render it neces- 
sary that civilization should advance in Heathen 
countries, that there may be new markets opened 
for our mercharita to dispose of their goods to 
increased consumers. Nothing promotes or pro- 
duces civilization, by elevating men in knowledge 
and social dispositions, like the blessed influence 
of Christianity ; and, therefore, nothing is so 
friendly to the interests of trade and commerce, 
Africa, India, the Islandsof the Southern Ocean, 
and especially the British West Indies, are af- 
fordiDg the most instructive and delightful eri- 
dence of this advantages to trade : for multitudes 
in those regions, who, a few years ago, were 
little superior to half naked savages, living in 
the most wretched huts, or caverns, or even 
without habitations, exoept the open country or 
woofly thickets, being converted to Christianity, 
aie raised to the dignity of men. These, there- 
fore, now dwell in neat andelegant houses, fur- 
nished with innumerable articles of British ma- 
nufacture, purchased front Birmingham, Sheffield, 
Wolverhampton, and other busy districts of Eng- 
land ; and they are clothed with decent and 
beautiful garments, from cloths and various fabrics 
obtained from Manchcsler. Leeds, Glasgow, Nor- 
wich, Nottingham, Leicester, 8.n4 QvW,t \MKwa.^ 
facturing places in GreaVftrv^awi. 
John. I did not undefbta.-fti^^it^Q^^ A^*^"* '^™ 



nierce and trade would be benefitted by missiona 
to ibe Heatbea ! 

Mrs. Adam. There is rEaaon to believe that 
very many comniorciiil men and nianufnctiirera, 
in our country, are accuBtomed to think almost 
as little aa you were of their own worldly in- 
terest being connected with the proj^resB and 
prosperity of Christian missions ! 

John. How is it that sensible men in busineas 
do not understand their interest as promoted by 



Mrs. Adam. Being irreligioua persoos tbey 
feel scarcely any interest in religious institutions. 
Miesions to the Heathen for their conversion to 
Christianity are seldom or ever brought before 
their minds, as they have little or no associa' 
tion with those who are the supporters of those 
noble Societies ; and therefore they are ijfnorant 
However, many of tlie most generous friends of 
our missionary institutions are found in the ma- 
nufactuting and mercantile towns of Birmingham, 
Bristol, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, and Man- 
chester, as well as in London. 

John. What have i to do with missioits, 
especially as a Christian ? 

Mrs. Adam. Christianity is espeoially the 
missionary religion I Our blessed Saviour is the 
great Apostle, or Missionary, and High Priest of 

ir profession. Sent by the Father, he came from 
heaven in the character of a missionary, to de- 
clare the love of God towards mankind, and to 
geek nnd save that which was lost. Having 
Saisbed the ^aad object o( \hb mv 

', in laying down hia \ife as a yi'^o^uw 
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the sins of the world, lie g&ve his twelve apoatlea 
their commission, s\a missionaries, to go into all 
nations and preach tlie t^ospel t{) every creature ; 
at the same time miraculously endowing them with 
the knowledge of other languages, and inspiring 
them to write the glorious principles of Christianity 
in the hooks of the New Testftment. 

Mary. And you consider that we bjc bound 
to »end the Gospel to the Heathen? 

Mrs. Adam. Christianity, with all its bless- 
ings and advantages, is designed for all nations ; 
and it ia given for the present and eternal salva- 
tion of all who receive it, not only for their own 
welfare, but also as a sacred trust for the benefit 
of othei's. The apostles could fulfil their high 
commiasion only while they were living, but their 
HDCcessorE in the faith of the gospel, participating 
of its eternal blessinge, succeeded to their solemn 
and delightful responsibilities. Under this con- 
viction men of God brought the gospel to Britain; 
and on the sa.me principle all our Missionary I 
Societies have been formed and supported. In- 
telligent sincere Christians feel their obligations, | 
ajid hence the activity and devotedness of the i 
friends of those great institutions, of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society and of the Religious 
Tract Society. 

John. Missionaiies then, I suppose, have been 
very succesaful that have been sent from England I 
to the Heathen. I 

Mrs. Adam. Missionary successes, during I 
the last forty years, have been truly wonderful, 1 
in a manner, as many heUeve, \\\e Xxvdisisjwh &*%. | 
CArisfinnity in the age oi Ave a.v°^*Cw».. T?s>«a.«a;^»^ 
"f the Heathen have been, WvA^ ocnw'iwA "^-^ ^'^ 



li many of the South Sea Islands, nmong varioiu 
tribeB in Southern Africa, among the different 
people in Hindostan, the tribes of the North Ameri- 
can Indians, and the Negroes of the West Indies. 
It would require much time to go into particulars 
of the abolition of idolatry, infanticide, and all the 
other cruel ondabominahlecuBtomsof the Heathen, 
for which I refer you to our various missionary pub- 
lications, espedally the" MiEsioDary Records,'' by 
the Religious Tract Society, and Williams's " Mia- 
sionary Enterprise." Those will give you such ac- 
counts of success, so delightful and encouraging, as 
the statements which 1 have brought before you aie 
afflicting ELud sorrowful. Our missionaries bare 
learned the languages of many savage natioDB, 
and prefltbed to theiQ the way of pardon and 
eternal life by Jesus Christ, while they have 
dictionnriea, and grammars, and translations of 
the Scriptures into their several languages, in' 
eluding the Chinese, which may be read by one- 
third of the population of the world ; and all these 
labours have been crowned with the most signal 
and manifest tubens of the blessing and approba* 
tion of God. 

Mary. I am quite sensible that it is my duty, 
and tlie duty of every Cluistian, to promote the 
knowledge of the gospel among mankind. I wish 
yon now to inform me how 1 may eflectually aid 
tbe cause of missions to the Heathen ? 

Mrs. Adam. I am delighte<l to hear you say 

that you are so convinced of your duty as a 

Christian : for it is indeed first your duty to be- 

Ueve the GoKpel for your own salvarion, and then 

to promote; the IcnowleAge of t\w Bamc ^joon^ 

otiiors, even to the i^nd of ilie wotU. ^a Wi fta 



ins of your aiding the g'loriouB 
, while you neglect no pereonal 
or doraestio oblifraCion, I would say, 1. Make 
yourself well acqimiuted with the {,'eneral tMin- 
ditton of the Heathen, by all opportunities that 
you may have to read and huar of their deplorable 
degradation. 2. Believe and consider the predic- 
tions Hud promises of God in the Scriptures, 
especially as they assure the uDiTersal extension 
of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, 3. According 
to your ability, aa your own enlightened eon- 
science may approve, contribute in subscriptions 
and donations to the support of Missions. 
4. Gain friends to this nobly benevolent and truly 
Christian cause. Many gentlemen, especially 
those engaged in business, have no leisure or 
means of knowing what are the claims and ne- 
cessities «f the Missionary Societies : you may be 
able, in many such instances, to render the most 
valuable service, and to contribute gpreutly to the 
happiness of the donors. 5. Above all tiiese, and 
along with them, pray that God would hasten his 
own good time, when, as the angelic voices in 
heaven proclaimed, saying, "The king;doms of 
this world are beoome the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ; and He shall reign for ever 
and ever."— Rev. xi, 15. 

You can serve the cause of missions, especially 
among the ladies with whom you may be ac- 
quainted, by recommending the " Memoirs of 
British Female Missionaries :" they cannot fail to 
be interested in the " Surrey of the CoudiCinn of 
Women in Heathen Coutvttwa-,'' ■s.t.i "Caa" '^a*-*^ 
on the Itiiportiince ot ?«in.u\e K>jev«i-^ \'(v'^iii-wf?-- 
Miug Pagaa Natiotta" iu^\vEA>iowsS*^'*^^^'** 



aleo the " Memoirs of Mrs. Judson" of 
the American MiBsion to Burmikh ; and now read 
to me those marked paragraphs of her " AddresB 
to PeDiales iu America, relative to the Condition 
of Females in the East ;" — 

Mary, " In the land of my birth, rendered 
doubly dear from the long entertained thooght of 
never ag«in beholding^ it ; in the country favoured 
by heaven above most others, it is with no oom- 
mon eensations I address my Bisters and female 
triendfi on this most interestin^r subject. Favoured 
as we are from infancy with instruction of every 
kind, used as we are to view the female mind in 
its proper state, and aecustomed as we are to feel 
the happy efiectsof female influence, our thoughta 
would fain turn away from the melancholy sub- 
ject of female degradation, of female wretched- 
ness. — Listen to my tale of woe I 

" In Bengal and Hindostan the females in the 
higher classes are excluded from the society of 
men. At the ag:e of two or three years they are 
married by their parents to children of their own 
rank in society. On these occasions all the pa- 
rade and splendoui' possible are exhibited ; they 
are then conducted to their father's abode, not lo 
be educated, not to prepare for the performance 
of duties incumbent on wives and mothers, but to 
drag out the usual period allotted in listless idle- 
ness, io mental torpor. At the age of thirteen, 
fourteen, or fifteen, they are demanded by their 
husbands, to whose house they are removed, 
where n^ain confinement is their lot. No social 
iatercourse is allowed to cheev Iheit f^loomy 
hoars; not hnve tliey the consoWiliotv q^ ^B^va% 
r**flC they are viewed, even M tWu \v(\6\i».wij,, in 
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tlie ligiht of companions. So far from receiTing 
those delicate attentions whicb render happy the 
Gonju^l state, and which diatiugfuish civilized 
from heathen nationa, the wife receives the ap- 
pellations of my servant, or my dog, and is allowed 
to partake of what her lordly husband is pleused 
to give at the conclusion of his repast! In this 
secluded, degraded situation, femnies in India 
raceive no instruction, consequently they are 
wholly uninformed of an eternal state I No won- 
der mothers consider female existence a curse ; 
hence their desire to destroy their female off- 
ering, and to bum themselves with the bodies of 
their deceased husbands. This last circumstance 
might imply some attachment were it not a welt' 
known fact, that the disgrace of a woman who 
refuses to burn with the corpse of her husband is 
such, that her nearest relations would refuse her 
a morsel of rice to prevent her starvation ! Thus 
destitute of all eojoyment, both here and hereafter, 
are the females in Bengal ! 

" But let us turn our eyes from the present 
picture to one not less heart-rending, iiut where 
hope may have a greater ioHuence to brighten 
and to cheer. The females in the Burman Em- 
pire (containing a population far above the United 
Slates of America) are not, like the females in 
Bengal, secluded from society. In this respect 
they are on an equality with ourselves. Wives 
are allowed the privilege of eating with their hus- 
bands. They engage in domestio concerns, and 
thus, in some respects, the Burman females de- 
serve our particular 8yrapa1.\v5 ^tA ^I.Xft'a'Cvaa- "^-ai. 
they eujoy little of t\ie CQw64B'ftw> w '-«-'--'-™ 
L^ tiu»i haahmBAHf &ndi Ui \m ^loiu ^ ^ 
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veraally conBidered a peculiar miBfortune. The 
wire and ^rown daughters aro considered by the 
husband and father as much the Eubjects of dis- 
cipline as younger children ; hence it is no un- 
common thing for females, of every age and des- 
cription, to aufier under the tyrannic rod of those 
who should be their protectors '. 

" Burmah, also, like her sister nations, suffers 
the female mind to remain in its native state, 
without an effort to show honr much more highly 
■he has been favoured. The females of this 
country are lively, inquisitive, strong, and ener- 
getic, BUEceptible of friendship and the warmest 
attachment, and possess minds naturally capable 
of rising to the highest state of cultivation and 
refinement. But, alas 1 they are taught iiothin|f 
that has a tendency to cherish these best native 
feelings of the heart I 

" Shall we, my beloved friends, suffer minds 
like these to lie dormant, to wither in ignorance 
and delusion, to grope their way to eternal rnio, 
without an effort on our part to raise, to reGne, to 
elevate, and to point to that Saviour who has diej i 
equally for them aa for us ? Shall we eit down 
in indolence and ease, indulge in all the luxuries 
with which we are surrounded, and which onr 
country eo bountifully affords, and leave beings 
like these, flesh and blood, intellect and feeling 
like ourselves, and of our own sex, to perish, to 
sink into eternal misery ? No I by all the tender 
feehnga of which the female mind is susceptible; 
bj- all the privileges and MesBingB tesulting froin 
the cultivation and expansion ot ttxe ^vutotiHtomA* 
h^our duty to God and our feWow cvetAMea-, tmi 
I *r the blood and groans oi H\to -^W &°» ■■ 
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Calvary, let ua make a united effort ; let ua call 
oil all, old and young;, in the circle of our ac- 
quaintance, to join UB in attempting to ameliorate 
the situation, to inBtruct, to enlighten, and save 
females in the Eaatern world ; and though time 
and circumBtances should prove thnt our united 
exertions have been ineffectual, we shall escape 
at death that bitter thought, that Bunnan females 
have been lost, without an effort of oura to pre- 
vent their ruin," — Ann H. Juilson, 

Mrs. ^dam. You will read the whole of 
Mrs. Judson'a " Memoirs" with peculiar plen- 

MiasioDS to the Heathen may be renewed on fu- 
ture occasions, eepecially as we are receiving 
new inrormation every month by the " Mis- 
sionary Magazine." To this you have now added 
the " Miasionary Repository for Youth;" both 
of which, only a penny each monthly, are worthy 
to be taken in and read by every young person 
in every school. I should like to take you to the 
Museum of the London Missionary Society ; that 
you may see the groups of idol-goda, once wor- 
shipped by the Heathen, and there learn your 
unspeakable obligations to love and serve our 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Rm>*% pMiiild, prid '61. M., ilel%. 
Memolra of Brltiab Femnle IWlsBlooarlea I 

With H Survey of the Comiilion of Women in 
Heuthen Countries, by the llev. Thos. Timvson : 
with an Introductory Esaey on the Importance of 
Feiiiitle Agent^y in evangelizing Pagan Nations, 
by Mias Thompson. Dediaateii, by permisaion, 
to the Right Hon. Lady Barham. 

London ; Wilhatn Smith, Fl?et Strot-t. 

The ooinpitei' of ihii volume bas done well in collecting 
llie hiofnipfaiea of pioas ami 2ealoui noineD, whose nantei 
deiervu [g be hud in everlustiag remembiance. The volume 
is writlen witli eieKsnce and spirit ; and the two Inli'iduc- 
lot; li^snTS are ponerful and Eticnng.— H'et/in/iiii Mcllindiit 
Magaiint. 

'J he writer oF the Memoir: has done credit la hit bead 
and heart in this effort 0I his pen 1 and we earnestiT lecom- 
mend the work to Ihe notice of Chiiilian families, and to 
jdUDi ladies of boNrdiag schools. — KvaHgeliail Magasint. 
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